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, The ſtrength and power of God. manifeſted [ in 


-**/the creatures weakneſs | ageinſt the hard judg- 
ment and judgements of cruel and unreaſonable 
minded men, ( in and of the World, and Worlds 
ſpirit, and worldly cenſures ) ; whoſe raſhneſs 

.- and haſtineſſs | therein | againſt the innocent, 
God hath found out a way to overcome and ſub-' 
je# ( ever patience andenduran#\ of and under 
(\ufferance}] in the quiet and meek Life and Spis 
rit of the Lambof the Fathers Glory) the fury 
and rage of man, that turnith to the praiſe and 
glory of God and returns the evill and miſchicf 
| thereof ] on their own heads ( as the remainder 
of what more of the rage and fury [_ of mans cru». 
elty] than makes for ſuch honour and praiſe o 
God and his creatures good) he dot potion 
And 

The Epiſtle or Preface to the 

[ignifieth, F 

Hat the Glory of God was and is cial - 

vealed | :» the world] in the ſuffering ſpicic and Þ 

ple | in the Sons hfe]chat magnifieth the power and wiſ- 

_ dome that ſent and b:oughr him hither ( co thar ſame end {that 

as he was and is heir of his Fathers ſafferance, and we have been 
made partakers thereof with him ; ) to alſo we may be heirs and 
partakers with him | together | in Glory [ for evermore ; |] even 
wich that glory the Scn of Godwas glorined in | with the Father 
of Spirits before the World began ) inthe enlargement of the 

Seed and Spirir of God : And that 4s Chriſt our life hath or 

doth appear | 1 the World, ard Worlds eye and fight of eſteem | [0 

we might appear with himin'glory : Though it 45 the end of ſuch 
his ſutferance | s» ſprrie ] that manifeſterh and revealeth the 
glory | thereof ] in fleſh ; in chat until his ſufferance | i» ſpirit } 
begins to draw to a period (n the fleſh of. his Creatures )and ſome 
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(2) 
end to beput thereto ; the endof the Lay ,nor of tranſgreſſion 
| for which cariſe it was addcd| is not nor cannot come up | in the 
world | that the. ordainer of all-njay be praiſed | 7 his Creature] 
in the beginnipg and end of all holy decermination( in the coun» 
ſel of that will and wo:kings of the mighty power that exalteth 
the wiſccme of the worker and contriver of all purpoſes thar 
rterein-[}and ); nor can itbe ſeen} in the world ] rowhat end 
the Juſt was ſent and came hither | 4 ſo-fcrer for andan the Cre- 
ture, in the ſtate of the unjuſt,) but as the witnetle of ſuch end of 
his ſuffer azce comesand appears, 17 ſuch the Creature, inthe Fa- 
r2ers Glory : The Mylterte of which hath been and is hid from 
the World and 477lds ſence, in ourlifes iufterance,and alſo joy and 
rejoycing | i that Glory] that hath bzen hid wich Chriſt in God, 
until the ſalvation of God ſprung. up f:om th2 morning of che 
everlaſtinz day of God, and glad-tydings ( to the poor and 1m9- 
priſoned captive of hope ) to ariſe from the dawning of its bright=- 
neſle{ in the earth and world] and deliverance to the Seed and 
Spirit of God, and ſoul and life &f his Creature (chat there hath 


_--— beenawalt's&ſeparation berweenr ( 1» the night of obſcurity and . 


- darkzeſſe, that Ne” overtaken and overſpread the world ) where- 
by chat gloty hathibeen vailed and darkned ) broke forthin the 
ower of anendleſle. life, ro the diſperting and driving back the 
chick cloud: of the worldly mils and foggs of 1gnorance and 


E497 | } : 
>-—» bfindneſgof mind ( whereinthe underRanding of the Creature 


hath Heen ſupefied under grofle thick darkneſs,and unity of ſpi- 
rit | between God aud his Creatare| kept from,) to the altoniſh» 
ment of many bzholders of that Glory, in the appearance of 
Chriſt [ 1» his Life and Spirit of truth] that worketh the work [ hzs 
own work that d1th praiſe him | toſee what breaketh forth of the 
work of power ard wiſdome | that brakes down the wall, | and 
brings up the life and ſpirit of reconciliation | 7» and to the crea- 
' rure| inthe mind.and will of his Maker and Creator ; whereby 
that which hath: been done in ſecret may be manifeſt openly, 
and what was ſpoken in the ear, preached onthe houſe rop,and 
declared abrcad inthe world; &c. (thovgh rf our Goſpel be hid, 
12 #5 hid to them that arel:ft ; in whim the God of this world hath 
blinded their eyes, leaſt the light of the glorious Goſpel | whichin . 


them that periſh is a myſterie uvrevealed |] ſpme 1m their dark, 
kearts 5 


(03) | 

hearts ; aud God who commanded the light to ſhint out of darkneſs, 
ſhine\ in |there, to gre the knowledge of God 1n the face of Jeſus; ) 
and wherein the refreſhmencs trom the preſence of God ( chat 
hath been oſren ready to break torth ( in the brightreſſe of the 
Majeſty of ſuch G lsry, in which is endleſe praiſes tothe higheſt, ) 
hath been hindred and clonded | i» the ſou/] by the ſtraitning, li- 
miting ſpirit and power of the world, (uch groſs thick darkneſs 
and blindneſs of mind (where: they have been groaping for the 
walls, as the blind at Now-dayes, ) in their imaginary Faith and 
Doctrines(of,and concerning, God,and Chrift,and Heaven, cc: 
in the black night of Apoltacy and back-fliding from God and 
his Spirit of ecuch | :» the heart | into and after the errour of che 
wicked,in che fallity of a mi{-led judgmen:(in their giving forth 
their meanings and private interpretations on Scriptures of truth 
(chat were fpokenin ang according tothe motions and rifings up 
of that Spiric.& Life,that h1d'in honour and reſpeA(for the Lords 
ſake) the thing or things contended for, For as to | 


The ſirength and power of God experienced in the 
Creatures weakneſſe. 


Introdutt, þ alwayes hathbeen and is manifeſted in the ſuffer- 
| ing life(of the Fathers will and wiſdome of good plea- 
ſere,) wherein the weakneſs and emprtineſle and nothingnets | of 
the creature] doth exalc and magnifie the praiſe and glory of God 
| his Maker and Creater,] and is that in'which God doth delight 
to glory,as what makes for his own honour (in the worthineſs of 
that one that debaſerh himſelf co the duſt for the ereatares good] 
tothe bringing him back into unity of ſpirit [with that one] in 
which is a good and glory that is everlaſting,. and a rejoycing 
[ therein] that is endleſs (in God over all bleſſed for evernure , | 
that into the ſenſe hereof the creature ni1y come, and in thacr. 
may dwell and fit down (avd count what is before them , and alſ5 
what 15 — empties the creature of all,and brings our of 
all conceicedMAs and exalcation and heighth of ſpiric, to ſee the 
nothingneſs and emptineſs and worthleſsneſs of the creature 1n 
himſelf (i” a fate he is fallen in and under, and 1nt9 the nature of 
which he is degenerated, and with the ſpirit and life of which ke 
hath adulrereted)chat God may be all inall { #ntoavd 1» the crea- 


thre | 


('4:) 
txrelind his honour and glory over all exalted| for ever and ever] 
that is thus worthy z where that glory| 0»ly]can bz and 15 prized 
and elteemed| that 15 exdleſs;]ind without which[ ſence] he worth 
and glory &. value thereot remains unknown,or unſoughr-for, 

Therefore, Concerning the ſufferance of God | by hrs ſprrit] in 
the c:ea:uce, conſider (1 the fear of God). hat nothing is tuffered 
ro work-againſt the innocen' (1# this day, out what makes ſor the 
praiſe and glory of God (that fo ſufferethit ; ) for the remainer 
(of what m:re than makes for. his praiſe and glory mn ſufferarce } 
he did and do: reſtrain; and then is praifed and glorified (15 


that work of refraint ) over the Blements, and other unſenſible - 


creatures, that are more ob2diznt tothe work of his Spitic and 
Powers requiting%,than his creature Mankind, againſt whons the 
Oxe and Aſs are called witneſſes and the Sea( that keeps its bounds 
(when to the proud ſwelling waves it 15 ſaid,Ve ſhall not ſurpaſs your. 
mit ; for hitherto (hall ye go, and 1m further) an1 every creature 
in like manner,and 1n their place;teſtiherh-againſt man(:» the fall 
aud trarſgreſſion againſt Ged.;) as was ſeen of old, when the wa- 
rers witmzſled again(t the world they overtook(1n the oldneſs'of 
that ſtate | of ſinntr.g and rebelling againſt God, |) and againſt Pha- 
reah and his Hoſt (#5 did the fire againſt S1dom and Gomorrah, ) 
And always did the Creatures reſiſtance of,and (triving againft 
Gods Sp. ic and Jadgmenr,ftrengthen it againlt himſelf, & Gods 
Glory appeared 1n the deliverance of his own Seed ( 1» his own 
way and timeYthe more glorious and excellent( for the ſaky of the 
patierce of his Saints and children (in his Spirit and Spirits work ) 
he ſufferea the evemy and enemies wors, tocome forth and exalc 
ſelf in,) that over all glory and excellency that might be exalted 
(that was and ts worthy of endleſs praiſe and glory,) which ſhould 
be ſatisfa&ion to all the upright in hexrt (whoſe cauſe z5 Gods,axd 
left with him to plead) that they may be kept from fretting under 
the ſame(he fret of the wicked) in envying their proſperity ; but 
inthe midſt thereof may rejoyce;that for righte is ſake the 
are ſound worthy ſo to do ; and if it be not for rþ2F, the leſs cauſe 


have they to be angry and diſcontented and offended; ) for God 
is praiſed and glorified (by ard in bis own works(on his creature ) 
in his and their ſpirics ſufferance ( that thereby manifeſieth the 
patience of ſuch his Spicits work,and of his Saints in whom it thus 

| Works 


; a 
works (in Goas ferbearauceof execnting the fierceneſſe of judgment 
on the world, ard unreaſerable minded in their cruelty ; ) who by 
ſutferance and endurance, 1s now come forth to conquer that, 
which by the [trength of defire of that life ( the glory of God was 
firſt concerned 1») once awakened the fury of ſuch Gods judg- 


men: (in what was the pain and death of 
the creature;) Which he ſuffered ro 
work and come forth (;» the world) in 
enmity againlt his Spirit,to honour and 
praiſe and exalr his Judgment,and the 
juſtice and juſtneſs thereof(againſt the 
oftenders, that reſuſed to be warnzd 
by gentle and light corre&tions and af- 
fAiions. ( that are the chaſtiſements of 
Gods children, ard 1s it which makes 


chaſt to God, where avirgin ſtate ard 


birth(thereef 1s known ard witneſſed(in 
the world ) in bis Spirits leading and 
guidance (that learned obedience by the 
things he ſuffered, ) 

And all thele rt1nigs were written 
for our admonition and in{t;uftion(#» 
whomthe ends of tkeearth are come, ) 
that have believed the report of: ſuch 
that gave teſtimony concerning: the 
work of that Spirit ( o* of God who x5 4 
Spirit ) : And thougi by their faith 
mighty works and things( of 0/4 )were 
done, even Lyons mouths ſtopr, and. 


Mark,the prayer and deſire 
ofthe righteous (in all ages 
and generations] moved and 
awaken'd Godin judgment] 
again the world ( in that 


[fate of wickedneſs it les) 


and that miniſtration wes. 
glorious,to the awakening: 
a witneſs for God [ in. his 
creatureJagainſt what Gods 
Judgments were bent, and 
over which they were ex- 
alted ( which made Chriſt 
ſay to the Phariſees [ofold] 
he could pray the Father, aud 
he would ſend more than 
twelve Legions of Angels to 


_ deliver bim; and to his Diſ-- 


ciples (that would have head. 
five come down from Heaven, 
and conſume their enemies ) 
they knew not what ſpirits 
they were of 3) for he came 
not to deflroy mens lives; 
but to ſave itzand God was 
in him [mark that,] before. 
the wor'id began, recon- - 
cilingit to himfelf, 


the rage of devouring fire quenched, cc, and they all dyed '* 


the faich of the work of God(by and in chat Spirir,)yer the wor, 
was Gods ( ever. that of the reſtraining _ aud wiſdome of th 

worker, Jand he only was worthy of, and had the praile thereof, 
that fleſh might not glory ; therefore had nor they received the: 
promile of God (1 theglory of what he determxed to r2joyce in ) 
he having p:ovided ſome betrer rhng for us, that thev without 
ns ſhould not be made pzrfe& (mark, without us ſognld nor ; 
and a moze better thing and glorious day (that they aefres */ fees 


(6) ; 
wid ſaw not, no not one of thoſe dayes we ſee) hath appeared, and is ' 
manifeſt (1» the world, ) and yer the world are under-valuing the 
olorious appearance of God (1: on day and age,) bzcauſe of their 
own blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, and would make ir. l:(ſe 
or the leaſt of and inany Age and Generation of tne world ; and 
think the work of God perfe&ed in their faith and beliet of ſom- 
thing already done(without them)many years palt,as the wo:k of 
a body without a ſpicit(as is their fairb(rhertn) without che work 
of thar Spirit) dead. | 

This therefore is my advice unts the world and all peo7!: 
(therein),to return to the Lord (inthat ſuftering ſpiric (which of 
old carryed many through great tryals and cruel ſufferance ; ) and 
conquered the power and pain of death, and other grievous af- 
flitions they were called to,and patled chrough(who were faith- 
ful tothe requrings thereof ;) and- they had the joy thereof, as 
well in ſufferance and endurance(of what thereby they were cal- 
led to(for the tryal of their faith)1s 1n experience of deliverance 
( by the work of the ſame (Sprrit)through cheir faith ; ) where- 
in was and is deliverance witneſled ( mnder ſufferance and epdu- 
raxce of whatever makes for the exalting the judgmentof God; ) 
though the thing be ſuffered and endured(!» obedience to the call 
and requrings of God(by his Spirit)the world G& ſelf are taking oc- 
cation at : ) Therefore,haſte,haſte,to meet the Lord by repenc- 
ance, that into the ſuffering life of God all may come tbe 
bended(that hath been exalted over the ſame)and in ir may have 
a ſence and feeling of the work of truth (by the Spurit of God 
wrought and work 1g in the heart ; ) and of irs ſufferance,by whar 
hath darkened the | reyes (of Creatures ) and mil-lead theic 
minds ( i» the ſpirit of the Worldgand errour of miſ-lead Tudg- 
ments.) 


R. B. 


